	Proposer
	Project Name
	Objective
	Funding awarded

	Association of Sign Language Interpreters
	NI Training Project
	Provide funding for interpreters to complete a post graduate training course in sign language interpreting. This will lead to an increase in the number of qualified interpreters in Northern Ireland from 11 in 2008 to 18 in 2011.

Provide funding for two MRSLI
 qualified interpreters to complete an MA in sign language. The objective is to increase the skills of these interpreters and to raise the profile of the profession. 

Provide training courses for interpreters in medical, legal and other settings to improve their skills, thereby improving access to services for sign language users in NI.

	£41,126

	British Deaf Association

	British Sign Language Linguistics & Sociolinguistics for Tutors
	Provide 96 hours of class time to teach British Sign Language linguistics and sociolinguistics to sign language tutors in NI, increasing their professional development and contributing to a better service.
Tutors accepted on this course have BSL qualification to teach at level 3 / 4

	£53,500

	British Deaf Association & Royal National Institute for the Deaf
	Public Service User Forum
	To identify areas where access to public services could be improved for deaf sign language users. The project will provide Government departments with an opportunity to receive direct feedback on their services from British Sign Language and Irish Sign Language users. A report will be produced outlining the findings of the Forum and recommendations for improvement.

	£15,451

	Deafworks

	Mentoring Project for Tutors
	To develop and increase education and training opportunities for 15 deaf sign language tutors in NI through intensive mentoring.
The majority of tutors taking part in this mentoring have the ability to teach at levels 1 and 2, and a small number have the ability to teach at level 3 and above.

	£15,979

	Deafworks
	Mentoring Project for Tutors – Part 2
	The “Mentoring” project will develop and increase the education and training opportunities for current and potential deaf sign language tutors in Northern Ireland to ensure all tutors develop their potential to acquire skills to a level appropriate for the delivery of said courses.


	£18,371

	Hands that Talk
	Education and Training of Sign Language Tutors & Interpreters
	Deliver 10 basic sign language courses from September 2009 – June 2010. Provide mentoring to at least 3 deaf sign language tutors to allow them to progress to higher levels of proficiency.

	£4,531

	Hands that Talk
	DVD Production and Information Technology Officer
	To enhance deaf people’s use of Information Technology, provide accredited IT courses for deaf people and enrich the teaching and learning of sign languages.

	£9,079

	Hands that Talk
	Citizens Advice Bureau Communication Support 2008/9
	In partnership with the Citizens’ Advice Bureau, deliver one 2-hour advice session each month during which an interpreter will be available to translate for British Sign Language and Irish Sign Language users as they use the Bureau’s services.

	£4,224

	Hands that Talk
	Citizens Advice Bureau Communication Support 2009/10
	In partnership with the Citizens’ Advice Bureau, deliver one 2-hour advice session each month during which an interpreter will be available to translate for British Sign Language and Irish Sign Language users as they use the Bureau’s services.

	£3,360

	Hands that Talk
	Peer Support Network
	Provide an experienced support network for at least 4 deaf sign language tutors to enable them to become more confident, capable and skilled.
The tutors receiving mentoring on this project are currently teaching at level 2 and 1 is currently shadowing a level 3 class.

	£2,050

	Hands that Talk
	An interactive whiteboard, a DVD recorder and player
	The purchase of equipment and training materials to assist in the delivery of the group’s training provision. The interactive whiteboard enables multimedia presentations. There is also provision for a lending library.

	£3,446



	NDCS in association with NIDYA
	Sign4Deaf
	Most deaf young people in Northern Ireland are taught through an education system that is primarily oralist, and which can discourage the use of BSL and ISL,  It is NDCS’s experience that many deaf young people are interested in learning sign language as they enter their teens. However, existing sign language training is not accessible to young people under 16 as it is an FE provision.

NDCS would wish, with our partners, Northern Ireland Deaf Youth Association, to provide a sign language course tailored to the needs of those interested young deaf people.


	£8,985

	RNID
	Posters – Signs for Public Services
	To enhance learning of sign language, a poster was produced showing commonly used signs in both British and Irish Sign Language. It was intended for distribution and display in public service offices.

	£5,651

	RNID

	Junior Trainee Interpreters Project
	Provide mentoring and training support for several interpreters who need further training before gaining the Junior Trainee Interpreter qualification. This will ultimately increase the number of sign language interpreters in NI.

	£21,515

	RNID
	Breaking Down the Barriers
	Provide Deaf Awareness issues and Sign Language to local community/voluntary organisations and project groups through training.

As a result of attending this Deaf Awareness and Sign Language Training the community groups will have a better understanding of Deaf issues and improved their ability to communicate with Deaf and Hard of Hearing people.


	£10,000

	Signature
	Irish Sign Language / British Sign Language Interpreter Feasibility Study
	Identify the demand for British Sign Language and Irish Sign Language interpreting in NI. Identify the current number of interpreters, their skill and qualification levels, and produce a report to increase training opportunities for interpreters.

	£5,200

	Signature
	Irish Sign Language / British Sign Language Teacher Residential Event
	Identify the training needs of British Sign Language teachers in NI. Train 10 British Sign Language teachers to develop their confidence and enable them to teach at a more advanced level. Develop a support network for these teachers in NI.
The majority of teachers attending this group had recently started teaching at level 1. A few were at levels 2 and 3

	£22,900

	Signature
	Tutor Support Network
	Increase the skill levels of deaf teachers, assessors and verifiers across the UK, improve access to training opportunities, encourage the development of professional bodies for teachers and assessors.
Tutors involved in this support network are teaching up to level 3

	£5,840


� Member of the Register of Sign Language Interpreters





