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Introduction
1. Linda Wilson welcomed everyone to the 19th meeting of the group, and in particular Patrick Lynch from the NIO office in London, who was attending his first meeting. 
As this was the Chair’s first meeting with the group, everyone was asked to introduce themselves.
Minutes of the last meeting
2. The minutes of the last meeting were agreed and have been added to the DCAL internet website.

Matters Arising
Language Audit

3. It was agreed at the last meeting to continue to keep this item on the agenda for the longer term, and to look at how it could be better progressed through the HRConnect system, once all Departments are on it. 
A number of queries were raised about the item i.e. have there been any negotiations with the Union side, can we use the information from the system for this audit particularly without staff knowledge, and do we know if staff who can speak other languages will be willing to use it in official duties? 

It was explained that the question is already on the system. There is a need to raise awareness of it. The group will need to consider matters such as the level of detail, would staff need to be written to before information is put on, and can the information be used for departmental policy.

NI contribution to the 3rd UK Report
4. DCAL is still currently collating responses, before preparing a draft input. The short deadline, for Departmental responses, was partly due to the late supply of documents from the FCO. 

5. A completed input will have to be cleared by the Executive before being sent to the FCO. This will have to be done before the end of May 2008. An Executive meeting was scheduled to take place on the 22nd May, but this is still under consideration.

6. The absolute deadline for returning the submission to Brussels is the 1st July. There are a number of outstanding Departmental responses, so attendees were asked to get them cleared through their Ministers as soon as possible.

7. DCAL will circulate a completed copy to all ICIG members as soon as possible, but with the tight deadline, their responses would have to be made by return. It will consider a request about identifying each Department’s response through colour coding etc.

8. If any of their Ministers had any queries, they could be reminded that the report is a factual document, and Ministers would get the chance for any policy input when COMEX visit NI. That visit may take place early 2009. 

9. In response to a query about Ministers meeting COMEX, the group was advised that it was up to the Council of Europe secretariat to decide on who should be invited. There is no central line about advising Ministers to meet COMEX, and the Executive may take a view on how the NI Administration will handle the COMEX visit. 
10. Individual responses about contributions/delays are as follows:

· NIO – had a pre-meeting with DCAL officials before this meeting. NIO will have separate meetings with DCMs etc., before making a parallel response to the FCO on the 6 Charter reserved matters. NIO corporate interest will be submitted through DCAL 
· DEL – response held up by a combination of illness and absenteeism. Also Department had sought input from Further Education sources, in order to produce a more substantive report. 

· Education – Draft report had been sent to DCAL shortly before the meeting. Minister’s approval was still required.

· NI Assembly – are considering the requirement for them to make a return
· OFMDFM – still with Department’s Private Office 
· NI Courts Service – still to be cleared by Minister – no significant change

· DARD – will look at query raised by DEL about Vocational training.

ACTION
Departments to provide input, DCAL to coordinate for presentation to Executive
Ulster-Scots Road Map
11. The Road Map, prepared by the Ulster-Scots Academy Implementation Group Partnership Board, had been presented to the ICIG, by Dr Philip Robinson, at its    meeting in April 2007.

12. Departments had been asked to comment, on the proposals in the Road Map. These, and the Partnership Board’s responses, had been incorporated into a composite Road Map. At its next meeting, the group agreed to give further consideration to the Road Map.

13. Preliminary work on the preparation of the 3rd UK Charter Report had prevented the Road Map being discussed at the ICIG meeting in January 2008.

14. Before this meeting a copy of the composite Road Map had been sent to Dónall Ó Riagáin. He was asked for his opinion on the number of provisions the Ulster-Scots language is currently meeting, and the need to standardise the language before further work, in the areas of education, may be undertaken.

15. A copy of his assessment had been circulated before the meeting, and Dónall was now asked to present views to the group.

16. He started by explaining that this was the 3rd time in 6 years he had been asked to comment on the intention of the Ulster-Scots attempt to attain Part III status.

17. The main points of his review were:

· The Charter is an international convention and that no government would want to ratify the Charter unless it could meet the convention’s obligations – ‘don’t ratify until certain’.

· The references in the composite Road Map to ‘work in progress’ could not be accepted as grounds for ratification. The items have to be in place.
· Attainment of Part III status was not the most important thing – it was having the measures in place.
· Position of Ulster-Scots in education is weaker than he first thought. Education should be the area of progress, with Ulster-Scots being introduced from primary school level up.

· Preparation of teaching materials was not enough for attaining a provision. 

· Is aware of the work being done by the Stranmillis Unit, but feels it is not a language course, and is more an awareness course with linguistic elements.
· The language needs to be standardised. Referred to the length of time it took for the Irish language to be standardised.
· The language should be as close to the Scots language as possible. There would be a real advantage of Ulster-Scots and Scots developing together, even though dialects would remain.

· The Ulster-Scots Agency seems to be currently more concerned with promoting Ulster-Scots culture, and not language.   

18. There was a general discussion about the paper and among the issues that arose were the problem of determining the demand for the language, and the consideration of setting up nurseries/play groups to help children become more aware of the language. The latter could include running a couple of pilot schemes to assess demand.

19. It was agreed by the meeting that with this review having been carried out, it was now in a position to issue a formal response to the USAIG Partnership Board. A draft response will be prepared by DCAL for presentation at the next ICIG meeting.

ACTION 
DCAL to prepare formal response
Development of Indigenous Minority Languages Strategy
20. A workshop had been held at the end of the last ICIG meeting, at which participants had worked on drawing up a strategy to jointly implement the recommendations made in the 2nd COMEX report regarding the development of a comprehensive Irish Language policy and strengthening the position of Ulster-Scots; and the commitment set out in the NI (St Andrew’s Agreement) Act 2006 to develop strategies to enhance and develop the Irish and Ulster-Scots languages, and the Ulster-Scots heritage and culture.

21. From this DCAL had prepared a draft skeleton paper, circulated to attendees before this meeting to review.
22. A number of queries/responses were raised on the paper’s contents. These centered around languages to be included, the inclusion of British and Irish Sign languages, the level of Ministerial/Executive direction, the delivery of the strategy, and the effect on ‘Reserved Departments’ and legislation.

23. DCAL agreed to review the paper, in light of the comments raised, and present a revised document at the next meeting. 

ACTION 
DCAL to prepare revised paper

Any other business
24. Translation of Tender Documents  

DFP had intended to raise a query about a possible requirement to prepare tender documents in other languages, and arrangements for translating them. Concerns had been raised about doing this on the grounds of confidentiality, time scales for reviewing tender documents, and problems of inexact translations. From this the Department had subsequently reviewed the matter and had decided to retain its position in light of European legislative requirements.
25. Accounts NI
Departments were asked to note the possible effects of the introduction of this system, particularly on the translation service run by DCAL. These would include sending invoices direct to the new central payment location, and the need to adhere to the new ordering process. 

26. DE Languages Policy
The Department’s Curriculum Unit had commissioned a group to look at the development of a Languages Policy. There was a commitment to developing a languages strategy which had arose out of developing language competences in education through schools and Further Education, and was meant to cover modern languages, Irish and Ulster-Scots, and sign languages.

The matter had been raised at this meeting because of concerns that there could be an overlap of strategies, and a possible move away from solely looking at education into other areas such as local government.

Date of next meeting
24. To be held in June. Attendees will be notified of date and venue. 
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