	Interdepartmental Charter Implementation Group 

Twenty Sixth Meeting

Thursday 04 November 2010 

	Attendance:

Donal Moran (Chair), DCAL

Kevin Hamill, DCAL

Ann Perry, DCAL

Don Morris (Minutes), DCAL

Stephen Shooter, DETI
Stephen Wilson, DETI
Tim Laverty, DRD
Marion Magill, DEL
Carolyn Barr, DFP
Joanna Ingram, DE
Valerie Keys, DARD
Mark Higgins, DOJ
Robert Magee, DHSSPS

Kerry Morrison, OFMDFM

	Apologies:

John McStay, DE

Billy Crawford, DSD

David Savage, DE
Jan Harvey, DEL

Michelle Bell, DARD

Jeff Johnston, DOE



	Item No.
	Description
	Action

	
	Agreed Agenda items:

1. Minutes of Last Meeting

2. Matters Arising

3. Compilation of the 4th Periodical Report of the European Charter for Regional or Minority Languages
4. Updates from Departments on Minority Language Matters
5. NI Human Rights Commission Report on Minority Language Rights
6. Development of Regional or Minority Languages Strategy - Update
7. NICS Translation Service First Year Review Readout
8. BIC Conference
9. Any Other Business

(a) Freagra.net – Irish Language Helpline

10. Date of Next Meeting


	

	1

1.1
	Minutes of last meeting

Minutes of meeting held on 5 February 2010 agreed and added to the DCAL website.
	

	2

2.1


	Matters Arising

Main items arising will be covered as separate items on the agenda.
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     3.1

     3.2
     3.3

3.4
	Compilation of the 4th Periodical Report of the European Charter for Regional or Minority Languages

ICIG members were advised that the 3rd Periodical Report has not yet been agreed. However, the Foreign and Commonwealth Office (FCO) issued the UK report including input from the NIO but without the Northern Ireland Executive input.

Kevin informed ICIG members that the commencement of compilation of the 4th Periodical Report on the European Charter for Regional or Minority Languages is likely to be requested by FCO in November/December 2010.  
Departments will have to compile information to reflect the extent they meet their obligations under the Charter.  This input will have to be cleared by their respective Minister’s.
Once all data from Departments is gathered, DCAL will compile the Report and will also approach NIHRC for comments as previously agreed.
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     4.1

     4.2
     4.3

     4.4

     4.5

     4.6
	Updates from Departments on Minority Language Matters

ICIG members were asked for an update from their respective Departments on matters relating to Minority languages and in particular how Departments promote Irish and Ulster-Scots. 

The general consensus was that the Departments are working within the guidelines relating to Minority languages. The majority of Departments continue to facilitate translation requests.  It was noted that the degree of promotion of Irish and Ulster-Scots is dependent on their respective Minister’s commitment to the language(s).
DE have organised Irish language classes and DRD are already halfway through its second set of Irish language classes for their respective staff.  The classes consist of a starter class and a refresher class. Previous classes arranged by DRD were over subscribed and feedback indicated they were a resounding success. DARD has also been holding lunchtime classes in Conversational Irish which started on 16 September and are running for 12 weeks until December.
The DRD Rep informed the Group that the draft Bilingual Road Signage Scheme is going out for consultation in the coming weeks and will allow for the provision of bilingual road signs in Irish or Ulster-Scots, in addition to English under certain circumstances.
Kevin informed ICIG members that CPD are currently exploring the possibility of a NICS-wide Minority Ethnic translation and interpretation service. Kevin advised that DCAL would be in favour of this service but would not be responsible for managing the contract. 
Donal provided the DOJ member with some background on the Judicial Review on the 1737 Act and other ICIG matters and undertook to issue relevant papers to the member.
DCAL to issue to DOJ rep – Quick Complaint Form, COMEX Report, Link to Charter Website, Link to ICIG Minutes and NIHRC Report.


	DCAL 
Issued -15/11/10
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     8.1
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	NI Human Rights Commission Report on Minority Language Rights
The NIHRC Report was published in May 2010 and circulated to ICIG members. The report is aimed at Public Bodies response to the 3rd COMEX Report. 
Donal informed ICIG members that a presentation by Daniel Holder (NIHRC) to Languages Branch staff on the ‘Human Rights Framework for Minority Languages’ was very informative and enlightening.  Donal advised that he would consider arranging a presentation for ICIG group if significant interest was expressed.

Development of Regional or Minority Language Strategy - Update

Kevin gave an overview of the Regional or Minority Language Strategy. He advised ICIG members that the DCAL Minister will take part in an Assembly debate on the Strategy and the Irish Language Act on Monday 8th November 2010.  
Kevin reiterated that the Minister is keen to develop a single overarching strategy incorporating both languages.  
Both the Strategy and the Charter issues continue to attract a high level of interest from languages groups and Assembly members.

NICS Translation Service First Year Review Readout

Kevin gave an overview the First Year Review of the NICS Irish Translation Service. The contract commenced on 8 June 2009.  It is a three year contract with a proviso for a one year extension. 

Kevin advised the ICIG members that Languages Branch had met with Central Translations in July to review the Irish Translation Contract.  
Central Translations were advised that DCAL’s QA expert had expressed concerns about the accuracy of some translations.  Central Translations agreed that several pieces of work did not meet DCAL’s translation standards. Accordingly, they have introduced measures which it is hoped will improve their performance.  
It was also agreed that the present minimum charge of £40.00 + VAT can still be applied to texts up to 300 words and a revised minimum of £20 + VAT is now applicable to jobs under 100 words. The translation rate remains at 0.12p per/word.
Tim Laverty (DRD) advised the group that he had encountered problems with the contract details for the Central Translations in Account NI which have since been resolved. Tim has agreed to forward contract details to Languages branch for circulation to ICIG members.
BIC Conference
Kevin gave an overview of the British-Irish Council Conference – The Role of Minority Languages in Community Development which was held in Belfast on 19-20 October 2010, and hosted by DCAL.
Feedback received from the attendees was very positive and the high quality presentations generated lively discussions with plenty of valuable recommendations arising from the group sessions.

 

Next BIC Working Group meeting to be held in Dublin on 2 December 2010.


	DCAL to Re-issue NIHRC Report to ICIG Members.
Issued 18/11/10
DCAL to circulate email to ICIG members to ascertain interest in attending
Daniel Holder presentation.
Issued 25/11/10
DCAL to keep ICIG members informed of further developments.
DCAL to Circulate
contract details to ICIG Reps.
Issued 30/11/10
DCAL to Circulate Read-out from BIC conference to ICIG members when agreed.


	9
     9.1
     9.2
     9.3

10

	Any Other Business

Donal gave a brief outline of ‘Freagra.net’ a new Irish Language Helpline. The helpline is a confidential free service, accessible by  phone, text  and email. The response is usually well within 12 hours max. Queries could include questions on grammar, syntax, or translation of short pieces of work.

The service has proved to be very useful to pressurised civil/public servants who wish to communicate with the public in Irish but who may not be very confident in their ability.
DRD received an award from the ‘Belfast Media Group’ for -Outstanding use of Irish in the Public Sector.  DRD was selected for the award because of its use of Irish online, providing staff training and the use of Irish in advertising, posters, leaflets and application forms. 
Date of Next Meeting

TBC

	DCAL to Circulate 
Foras na Gaeilge email - detailing information on the services provided by ‘Freagra.net’ to ICIG members.
Issued 26/11/10
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