Safety of Sports Grounds Information Circular No:- DCAL/SSG/01/2009
       6 February 2009 

DEPARTMENT OF CULTURE, ARTS AND LEISURE

For the attention of: All Northern Ireland District Councils Chief Executives


Safety of Sports Grounds (Northern Ireland) Order 2006 – Overseeing functions

1.
The purpose of this circular is to inform Chief Executives, in accordance with Paragraph 5 of the Explanatory Memorandum to The Safety of Sports Grounds (Northern Ireland) Order 2006, of the arrangements being put in place by the Department of Culture, Arts and Leisure (DCAL) to discharge the safety of sports grounds overseeing functions.

2.
In line with Paragraph 5 of the Memorandum, DCAL has arranged for Sport Northern Ireland (SNI) to discharge the overseeing functions.  SNI will therefore be responsible for providing advice and guidance to interested parties and monitoring the implementation of the planned safety certification scheme on the Department’s behalf.  This is consistent with SNI’s existing statutory functions as set out in Article 3 of the Recreation and Youth Service (Northern Ireland) Order 1986.

3.
SNI has appointed the following individuals to discharge the overseeing functions on the Department’s behalf:-

Paul Scott

Laura Strong

These staff can be contacted at: 

Sport Northern Ireland 

House of Sport

Upper Malone Road

Belfast 

BT9 5LA 

Tel 028 9038 1222

info@sportni.net
4.
At the request of the Chief Executive of SNI, and in accordance with Article 23 of The Safety of Sports Grounds (Northern Ireland) Order 2006, the Department has granted Paul Scott and Laura Strong with entry and inspection powers to sports grounds.

5.
These officers are now in the process of arranging inspection visits to sports grounds.  The purpose of these inspections is to identify, on behalf of DCAL, those grounds that may be designated as a sports ground requiring a safety certificate (ie have accommodation for more than 5,000 spectators) as per Article 4 (1) of The Safety of Sports Grounds Northern Ireland (Order) 2006.  In making their assessment, SNI officers will be applying a methodology, agreed by the Department, for calculating the capacity of a sports ground.  A copy of this methodology is attached at Annex A to this circular. 

6.
Further advice on this information circular is available from:

Greg Magee

Department of Culture, Arts and Leisure

Interpoint

20-24 York Street

Belfast BT15 1AQ

Tel: 028 9025 8905

Fax: 028 9025 8876

Email address: Greg.Magee@dcalni.gov.uk 

Hazel Campbell

Director of Sport, Museums and Recreation Division

Annex A

ASSESSING CAPACITY OF VENUES FOR DESIGNATION PURPOSES

Safety of Sports Grounds (Northern Ireland) Order 2006, Article 4(1) states, ‘the Department may by order designate as a sports ground requiring a safety certificate any sports ground which in its opinion has accommodation for more than 5,000 spectators.’

Article 4(4)(a) states ‘the Department may estimate, by any means which it considers appropriate, for how many spectators a sports ground has accommodation.’

Methodology for assessing the capacity of a stadium for designation purposes (NB this is the potential capacity for the venue, not the safe capacity).

Having consulted with the Football Licensing Authority, the following methodology for assessing the capacity of a venue has been proposed by the Overseeing Body and approved by the Department.

1. The number of individual seats provided.

2. The length of any bench seating divided by 0.53m.

3. On level ground fronting onto the pitch perimeter at the venue, 8 persons per linear metre (2 persons pre linear metre multiplied by 4 persons, or to a depth of 1.5m).

4. The area in square metres of any sloped viewing deck with a view of the pitch multiplied by 4.7 with a reduction of the area of radial gangways taken as 1.2m wide and being the width of the viewing deck and at intervals of 24m.

1-4 should be totalled and this will give the capacity for designation purposes.

	Individual Seats
	Number provided
	

	Bench Seats
	Length divided by 0.53m
	

	Level standing
	8 persons per linear metre at pitch perimeter. (2 persons per linear metre multiplied by 4 persons to depth of 1.5m)
	

	Sloped/gradient standing
	Area in square metres in view of pitch multiplied by 4.7. Reduction for the area of radial gangways taken as 1.2m wide and the width of the viewing deck at intervals of 24m.
	

	
	Addition of all above values
	Total


