Annex C

DEPARTMENT OF CULTURE, ARTS AND LEISURE

SCREENING OF POLICIES IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 75 OF THE NORTHERN IRELAND ACT 1998

OUTCOME OF POLICIES SCREENED DURING PERIOD:  1st April 2011 to 30th September 2011
	Policy
	Policy aim
	Brief description
	Screening outcome

	Fisheries (Amendment) Regulations 2011


	· To create two new rainbow trout fisheries and remove one existing rainbow trout fishery from the current list of designations


	These Amendment Regulations will update the Fisheries Regulations 2003.  The new rainbow trout fisheries will be added to the list of approved rainbow trout waters in Schedule 6 of the Regulations.  One other fishery will be removed from the Schedule.


	Screened Out – No EQIA necessary

	Eel Fishing (Amendment) Regulations 2011
	· To increase the minimum size of brown eels which can be caught and marketed from 30cm to 40cm


	These Amendment Regulations will update the Eel Fishing Regulations 2010
	Screened Out – No EQIA necessary

	Fisheries Protection
	Since 1 June 2009, DCAL has assumed statutory responsibility for the protection of salmon and inland fisheries following the closure of the Fisheries Conservancy Board. The aim of the initiative is to establish an efficient and effective fisheries protection service. 

	To establish an efficient and effective fisheries protection service involves a number of activities including regular land and water based patrols, planned operations, inspections of commercial fish deals, hotels, restaurants, abstraction sites, checks on commercial fishermen, rod and permit checks, the seizure of illegal fishing equipment, catches etc.

	Screened Out – No EQIA necessary



	Salmon Conservation


	DCAL has statutory responsibility for the conservation of salmon fisheries. Species management evolved from fisheries management through the 1983 NASCO Convention and subsequent European legislation. The initiative aims to use scientifically robust management tools to inform policy with evidence and to meet statutory, national and international commitments on an on-going basis. The initiative aims to ensure that further decline in salmon stocks is halted and where possible reversed and that exploitation of the resource is sustainable.

	Conservation limits (CLs) are established by river through scientific research and monitoring activity. Stocks/fisheries are assessed annually against CLs. Limiting factors are identified, evaluated and addressed by various means including fishery development, catch control, habitat works, barrier mitigation, stocking and fish movement, control of predation and disease and environmental improvement.
	Screened Out – No EQIA necessary   

	Eel Conservation


	DCAL has statutory responsibility for the conservation of inland fisheries, including eels. 

The European Commission introduced the Eel Regulation 1100/2007 in 2007. The Regulation aims to establish measures for the recovery of the European Eel stock by providing a new framework for the protection and sustainable use of the stock. Each Member State must adopt an Eel Management Plan (EMP) for each of its river basin districts, of which there are three in Northern Ireland.


	The EC Regulation requires that the objective of each EMP will be to reduce anthropogenic mortalities so as to permit at least 40% of the silver eel biomass to escape to the sea to spawn relative to the best estimate of the potential escapement that would have existed in the absence of human activities.This will be monitored.
Elver recruitment across Europe has reduced by 90%. The implementation of EMPs aims to increase elver recruitment.
Catches achieved by the commercial and conservation fisheries will be monitored.There are no eel fisheries in the North East catchment (Antrim and Down). The Plan for this area reflects that the conservation target will be met in due course by natural means. It suggests that no other practicable measure can or need be taken.

	Screened Out – No EQIA necessary   

	Angling development in Northern Ireland and the Public Angling Estate (PAE)


	IFG maintains, develops and operates the Public Angling Estate (PAE) which provides opportunities for various forms of angling throughout Northern Ireland at reasonable cost.

	The development of the PAE has been on-going since the late 1960s and provides affordable access to angling at over 60 waters. IFG also promotes angling in Northern Ireland by, for example, attendance at Angling Shows, providing assistance at angling competitions which attract visiting anglers and through its angling website.The sale of permits to fish the PAE contributes to income.

	Screened Out – No EQIA necessary

	Review of PRONI User Forum
	To ensure that the PRONI User Forum represents the diversity of users & stakeholders
	The current PRONI User Forum has been in existence since October 1996.  Over time the membership has consisted of
· An academic

· A local historian

· Education representative

· Museum representative

· 2 members of the public

· 5 genealogists/researchers

With the relocation of  PRONI to new premises in Titanic Quarter it was considered an opportune time to review the terms of reference and to consider whether the make up of the forum was still appropriate. 


	Screened Out – No EQIA necessary

	Líofa Initiative
	To encourage 1000 people from all walks of life across the North to sign up to becoming fluent in Irish by 2015.
	The following objectives for the Líofa Initiative were agreed:

· Increase the number of people speaking Irish;

· Improve the fluency of those people speaking Irish;

· Assist in the de-politicisation of the Irish language; and

· Highlighting the benefits of language acquisition to the individual and the community.


	Screened Out – No EQIA necessary


For further information on any of the above policies, or to obtain a copy of the screening form please contact the Equality Unit:

E-mail: 

equality@dcalni.gov.uk
Telephone:

(028) 9051 5135
Post:


Causeway Exchange, 1-7 Bedford Street, Belfast BT2 7EG
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