DCAL PIKE MANAGEMENT STRATEGY 

Pike have become a valuable species in high demand by anglers from Europe, GB and locally. They are present in most of our game waters where they can be a problem but are also under pressure from water quality issues and over exploitation in Pike fisheries. The strategy addresses a number of issues:

1. Predation in trout waters

Pike carry out a useful function in trout fisheries by removing weak or sick trout so helping to maintain good angling quality. They will also help reduce coarse fish numbers. Large pike will predate on jack pike so helping control overall pike numbers. They require 2-3 lbs of prey fish annually per lb of pike. Because of the pyramid structure of pike populations with a few large fish at the top and numerous jacks at the bottom  the greatest biomass is composed of 5-10 lb fish. Documented studies indicate that these are the greatest threat to trout angling so these are targeted for relocation. Success depends on a long term commitment to annually remove 30-70% of the pike biomass from selected fisheries.

2. Restocking of depleted waters

Pike fisheries such as the Broadwater and the Quoile have suffered severely from pollution. There is also pressure from anglers who continually remove fish for the table with damaging effect in smaller easily accessed fisheries. Depleted fisheries take a long time to recover naturally in terms of pike numbers and weights but can be improved by relocation of pike removed from trout fisheries. 

The status of prey fish stocks within these waters have suffered in a similar manner from poor water quality. These stocks will be augmented by similar relocation from trout fisheries and subsequently monitored until hopefully a healthy balance is achieved. 

3. Monitoring of numbers and growth rates

A tagging programme is in place for large fish returned to the parent water as well as for fish relocated. Anglers catching tagged fish See photos) are asked to return details of weight, where, how and when caught to DCAL. This, together with our own surveys and recaptures will give us data on fish growth rates, numbers, survivability etc. 

4.  Choice of methods

There would be severe criticism by anglers and angling press if pike were killed by netting in trout waters. We have therefore taken instruction from experts in rod and line capture using flies, jerk baits and dead bait with barbless hooks. Fish are unhooked, handled and transported according to best practice and to date we have killed no fish. These skills are being passed to clubs and pike anglers to conserve our pike stocks and improve the image of pike angling.  

5.  Pike angling in trout waters

There is considerable interest in this as trout waters are known to produce specimen pike. Bye laws restrict fishing to the brown or rainbow trout season and methods ie fly and spinning. Deadbaiting is also allowed in Lough Money, White Lough and Craigavon North again subject to byelaws (See permit for details)   A game licence/permit is required for each rod on these waters.
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