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THE SAFETY OF SPORTS GROUNDS (NORTHERN IRELAND) ORDER 2006

GENERAL INFORMATION

About the Legislation

The Safety of Sports Grounds (Northern Ireland) Order 2006 introduces a safety certification scheme, similar to that which already exists in Great Britain, for larger sports grounds and non-temporary spectator stands.  The scheme will be administered and enforced by district councils and its aim will be to improve the level of safety for spectators at sports grounds in Northern Ireland.
Commencement of the Legislation

Parts of the legislation are already commenced (ie have come into operation).  For example, since March 2006 district councils have had powers, under Article 9 of The Safety of Sports Grounds (Northern Ireland) Order 2006, to issue prohibition notices for sports grounds if they are of the opinion that spectators are likely to be at serious risk of injury.  Remaining Articles of the legislation, not yet in force, will come into operation on 31st December 2009.

Position at 31st December 2009

With effect from 31st December 2009 district councils shall, under The Safety of Sports Grounds (Northern Ireland) Order 2006, have powers of entry to inspect sports grounds in their area in order to determine the safe capacity and related conditions for admission of spectators.  These will be reflected in a safety certificate. 

Applying for Safety Certificates

From 31st December, owners and operators of sports grounds designated by DCAL as requiring a safety certificate will be required to apply to their district council for a general safety certificate for that ground.  From that date it will be an offence, under Article 11 of The Safety of Sports Grounds (Northern Ireland) Order 2006, to admit spectators into a designated sports ground when no application for a general safety certificate has been made or in contravention of any term or condition of a safety certificate that has been issued.   Additional offences and penalties are set out in Articles 18, 19, 20 and 23 of The Safety of Sports Grounds (Northern Ireland) Order 2006. 
Applications for safety certificates may be submitted to district councils in advance of 31st December.  However, councils are under no obligation to begin processing applications prior to this date.  It would, though, be prudent to ensure that written acknowledgement of receipt of applications is obtained from the relevant district council as soon as possible after being submitted.  
Fees 

District councils will be able to charge a fee for the issue amendment, replacement or transfer of a general safety certificate as follows:-

· £100 for the issue of a general safety certificate;

· £50 for the amendment, replacement or transfer of a general safety certificate;

· £50 for the issue of a certificate for a regulated stand; and 

· £25 for the amendment, replacement or transfer of a certificate for a regulated stand.

Content of a Safety Certificate

A safety certificate, in general terms, specifies the number of spectators that may be admitted into a designated sports ground and the conditions under which they may be admitted.  Safety certificates are issued to those that the district council determines to be the “qualified person” for the venue in accordance with Article 6 of The Safety of Sports Grounds (Northern Ireland) Order 2006. 
Appeals

The legislation provides for appeals against district council decisions to be brought to the courts.  The time limits in which these appeals may be brought are as follows:-

· Not later than 28 days in relation to general safety certificates

· Not later than 21 days in relation to prohibition notices

· Not later than 7 days in relation to special safety certificates

Information relating to appeals should be obtained from the relevant district council.

Guidance and Advice Available

The Northern Ireland Guide to Safety at Sports Ground, 2007 (commonly known as “the Red Guide”) provides technical guidance to District Councils, owners and managers of sports grounds and other interested parties on matters relating to the safe accommodation of spectators within stadia, for sporting and other events that take place at such venues.  A copy can be purchased from The Stationery Office Limited (TSO) at 16 Arthur Street, Belfast, BT1 4GD, Tel: 028 9023 8451 or through TSO’s website at www.tso.co.uk.

On-going, advice and guidance on sports grounds safety matters is available from Sport Northern Ireland (SNI) at:

Sport Northern Ireland

House of Sport

Upper Malone Road

BELFAST

BT9 5LA

Tel: 028 90 383 842

E-mail: safetyofsportsgrounds@sportni.net;  

SNI will be responsible for monitoring the safety certification scheme on DCAL’s behalf and can offer a non-binding arbitration service where disputes over safety certification decisions arise and remain unresolved.

Further Information

Further information relating to the commencement of the remaining provisions of The Safety of Sports Grounds (Northern Ireland) Order 2006, the designation of sports grounds, fees and appeals can be obtained by consulting the relevant legislation and the following Northern Ireland Statutory Rules:-

· Safety of Sports Grounds (2006 Order) (Commencement) Order (Northern Ireland) 2009 (S.R. 2009/287)

· Safety of Sports Grounds (Designation) (No.2) Order (Northern Ireland) 2009 (S.R. 2009/295)

· Safety of Sports Grounds (Fees and Appeals) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2009 (S.R. 2009/289) 
These Rules may be purchased from The Stationery Office Limited (TSO) at 16 Arthur Street, Belfast, BT1 4GD, Tel: 028 9023 8451 or may be found on 
http://www.opsi.gov.uk/sr/sr200902
_1171877617.bin

