District Council CEOs

Safety of Sports Grounds Information Circular No:- DCAL/SSG/02/2009
       14 October 2009 

DEPARTMENT OF CULTURE, ARTS AND LEISURE

THE SAFETY OF SPORTS GROUNDS (NORTHERN IRELAND) ORDER 2006: NOTIFICATION OF COMMENCEMENT OF REMAINING ARTICLES 

1.
The purpose of this Information Circular is to advise district councils of the date of commencement of remaining Articles of The Safety of Sports Grounds (Northern Ireland) Order 2006 not yet in operation, fees and timescales for appeals, the designation of sports grounds and safety certification requirements.  This Circular should be read in conjunction with previous DCAL Safety of Sports Grounds Information Circulars issued, namely DCAL/SSG/01/2007, DCAL/SSG/02/07 and DCAL/SSG/01/09.  All Safety of Sports Grounds Information Circulars can be found on DCAL’s website www.dcalni.gov.uk/index/sport/places.  

Commencement of Remaining Articles

2.
With effect from 31st December 2009, the Department of Culture, Arts and Leisure (DCAL) will, under the Safety of Sports Grounds (2006 Order) (Commencement) Order (Northern Ireland) 2009, bring into operation the remaining Articles of The Safety of Sports Grounds (Northern Ireland) Order 2006 (ie Articles 4 to 8, 13 to 18 and 20 to 21).  From that date, district councils shall have the power to determine the safe capacity and related conditions for admission of spectators.  These will be reflected in a district council safety certificate.  
Fees and Appeals

3.
With effect from 31st December 2009 district councils will, under the Safety of Sports Grounds (Fees and Appeals) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2009, charge for the issue, amendment, replacement or transfer of safety certificates as follows:-

· £100 for the issue of a general safety certificate;

· £50 for the amendment, replacement or transfer of a general safety certificate;

· £50 for the issue of a certificate for a regulated stand; and 

· £25 for the amendment, replacement or transfer of a certificate for a regulated stand.

4.
The Safety of Sports Grounds (Northern Ireland) Order 2006 provides for appeals against district council decisions to be brought to the courts.  The time limits in which these appeals may be brought are set in the Safety of Sports Grounds (Fees and Appeals) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2009.  These time limits are as follows:-

· Not later than 28 days in relation to general safety certificates

· Not later than 21 days in relation to prohibition notices

· Not later than 7 days in relation to special safety certificates
Designated Sports Grounds

5.
With effect from 31st December 2009, all sports grounds specified in the Safety of Sports Grounds (Designation) (No.2) Order (Northern Ireland) 2009 (S.R. 2009/295) will be subject to safety certification as set out under The Safety of Sports Grounds (Northern Ireland) Order 2006.
6.
With effect from 31st December 2009, owners and operators of sports grounds designated by DCAL as requiring a safety certificate will be required to apply to their district council for a general safety certificate for that ground.  From that date it will be an offence, under Article 11 of The Safety of Sports Grounds (Northern Ireland) Order 2006, to admit spectators into a designated sports ground when no application for a general safety certificate has been made or in contravention of any term or condition of a safety certificate that has been issued.  Additional offences and penalties are set out in Articles 18, 19, 20 and 23 of the Order. 
Notification of Relevant Parties 

7.
The Department has notified the owners/operators of the above designated sports grounds, any relevant sports governing bodies, the Police Service of Northern Ireland and the Northern Ireland Fire and Rescue Service of the position.  We have also advised ground owners/operators and sports governing bodies that applications may be submitted to district councils in advance of 31st December but that Councils are under no obligation to begin processing applications prior to this date.   

Copying and Consulting on Applications, Safety Certificates and Prohibition Notices

8.
Under Article 6(3) and Article 7(7) of The Safety of Sports Grounds (Northern Ireland) Order 2006, district councils are required to send copies of applications for safety certificates for sports grounds, and applications for the transfer, replacement or amendment of such certificates, to the Chief Constable and the Fire Authority.  Councils are also required, under Article 6(3) to consult each of them about the terms and conditions of a safety certificate and any proposed amendment, replacement or transfer of a safety certificate.  Councils are further required to send a copy of any prohibition notice or amended notice served in relation to a sports ground to the Chief Constable and Fire Authority in accordance with Article 9(8) and Article 9(10) of The Safety of Sports Grounds (Northern Ireland) Order 2006.
9.
Paragraph 9 of DCAL Safety of Sports Grounds Information Circular No SSG/01/2007 states that district councils should forward copies of all prohibition notices to Ciarán Mee at the Department of Culture, Arts and Leisure.  With the establishment of the safe sports grounds overseeing function within Sport Northern Ireland (DCAL Safety of Sports Grounds Information Circular No SSG/01/09 refers), copies of all applications for safety certificates, all applications for the transfer, amendment and replacement of such certificates, all certificates served or transferred, amended or replaced and all prohibition notices and amendments served should, henceforward, be sent to Paul Scott, Sport Northern Ireland, House of Sport, Upper Malone Road, Belfast, BT9 5LA.  There is no requirement, however, to consult with Sport Northern Ireland on the terms and conditions of a safety certificate or any proposed amendment, replacement or transfer of a safety certificate. 
Advice and Guidance

10.
The Northern Ireland Guide to Safety at Sports Ground, 2007 (commonly known as “the Red Guide”) provides advice for District Councils, owners and managers of sports grounds and other interested parties on matters relating to the safe accommodation of spectators within stadia, for sporting and other events that take place at such venues.  A copy can be purchased from The Stationery Office (TSO) at 16 Arthur Street, Belfast, BT1 4GD, Tel: 028 9023 8451 or through its website at www.tso.co.uk.  (DCAL Safety of Sports Grounds Information Circular No SSG/02/07 refers.)

11.
On-going, advice and guidance on sports grounds safety matters may be obtained from Sport Northern Ireland (SNI) at:-

Sport Northern Ireland

House of Sport

Upper Malone Road

BELFAST

BT9 5LA

Tel: 028 90 383 842

E-mail: safetyofsportsgrounds@sportni.net;  

SNI will be responsible for monitoring the safety certification scheme and can also provide advice on the preparation of safety certificates and related sports grounds safety matters.  SNI can further offer an independent, non-binding arbitration service where difficulties/disputes over safety certification decisions remain unresolved.  (DCAL Safety of Sports Grounds Information Circular No SSG/01/09 refers)

Further Information  

12.
Further information relating to the commencement of the remaining provisions of The Safety of Sports Grounds (Northern Ireland) Order 2006, the designation of sports grounds, fees and appeals can be obtained by consulting the relevant legislation and the following Northern Ireland Statutory Rules:-

· Safety of Sports Grounds (2006 Order) (Commencement) Order (Northern Ireland) 2009 (S.R. 2009/287)
· Safety of Sports Grounds (Designation) (No.2) Order (Northern Ireland) 2009 (S.R. 2009/295)
· Safety of Sports Grounds (Fees and Appeals) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2009 (S.R. 2009/289) 

A hard copy of each of the above Statutory Instruments is enclosed. 
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