Safety of Sports Grounds Information Circular No:- DCAL/SSG/02/2007

31 July 2007 

DEPARTMENT OF CULTURE, ARTS AND LEISURE

The Northern Ireland Guide To Safety At Sports Grounds - (Red Guide) 

1. The purpose of this Information Circular is to advise that the Department of Culture, Arts and Leisure (DCAL), is publishing technical guidance for District Councils, owners and managers of sports grounds and other interested parties which will assist them to comply with the Safety of Sports Grounds (Northern Ireland) Order 2006 and associated subordinate legislation (ie Statutory Rules). 

Background

2.  The Safety of Sports Grounds (Northern Ireland) Order 2006 was made on 14 February 2006 and is intended to introduce a safety certification scheme, similar to that which already exists in Great Britain, for larger sports grounds and non-temporary spectator stands in Northern Ireland. Parts of the Order came into operation on 14 March 2006. These include Articles 9 to 12 which deal with the issue of prohibition notices. This was explained in the Department’s Information Circular 01/2007. 
3. To assist key stakeholders with the implementation of the Order, DCAL agreed to provide technical guidance based on the Department of Culture, Media and Sport’s Guide to Safety at Sports Grounds, commonly referred to as the ‘Green Guide’. The guidance itself has been developed, on DCAL’s behalf, by Sport Northern Ireland with assistance from relevant specialists in Northern Ireland and drawing on advice received from the Football Licensing Authority.

The Red Guide
4. The Northern Ireland Guide To Safety At Sports Grounds which will be known as the Red Guide, provides advice for District Councils, owners and managers of sports grounds and other interested parties on matters relating to the safe accommodation of spectators within stadia, for sporting and other events that take place at such venues.

5. This first edition of the Red Guide is a working document and will be reviewed and updated as necessary and in line with progress in implementing the new safety certification scheme, developments in GB and taking into account the views and comments of interested parties and users. 

6. A complimentary copy of the Red Guide is enclosed. Additional copies can be purchased from The Stationery Office at 16 Arthur Street, Belfast, BT1 4GD, Tel: 028 9023 8451 or through its website at www.tso.co.uk.

Advice

7. Further advice on this information circular is available from:

Greg Magee

Department of Culture, Arts and Leisure

Interpoint

20-24 York Street

Belfast BT15 1AQ

Tel: 028 9025 8905

Fax: 028 9025 8876
Email address: Greg.Magee@dcalni.gov.uk 
M J CORY

Director of Sports, Museums & Recreation Division
