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1. INTRODUCTION

1.1 The Public Record Office of Northern Ireland (PRONI) is an agency of
the Department of Culture, Arts and Leisure (DCAL).  This survey
focused on PRONIÕs Education, Learning and Outreach (ELO) Section
which is staffed by four officers, a head of section, an officer at
Curatorial E grade, an officer at Curatorial F grade (currently part-time
only in ELO), and an administrative assistant.

1.2 The ELO section, established some three years ago, is charged with
developing and promoting the use of PRONIÕs archives, and seeking
out new audiences, particularly from disadvantaged communities, and
from groups who have had limited or no previous contact with PRONI.
The section undertakes a wide range of work, including the production
of archival resources, and the delivery of an ambitious outreach
programme through lectures, workshops, historical re-enactments,
exhibitions, and school and other projects and contacts.

1.3 The Department of Culture, Arts and Leisure requested that the
Education and Training Inspectorate (the Inspectorate) carry out this
survey to assist the Department to draw attention to PRONIÕs
contribution to the broader educational agenda in Northern Ireland (NI).
The aims of the survey were to:

◗ determine the nature and quality of the work undertaken by
PRONI in education, learning and outreach; and

◗ highlight the strengths of the work, and identify areas for
further development.

These strengths and areas for improvement are outlined in Section 5
of this report.

2. THE BROADER ARCHIVAL CONTEXT AND THE
DEVELOPMENT OF OUTREACH SERVICES

2.1 The Public Record Office of Northern IrelandÕs interest in developing
its education, learning and outreach activities reflects well
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developments in the archival sector elsewhere in the United Kingdom
(UK).

2.2 In recent years, increasing attention has been given to evaluating the
extent to which archives meet the interests and needs of a wider
audience, and to identifying those factors that promote or constrain
their use, especially with groups not usually associated with the use of
archives.

2.3 In NI, the Archives Policy for Northern Ireland Consultation Document -
published by DCAL in November 2004 - in highlighting the contribution
of archives as an Òessential component in Northern IrelandÕs public and
corporate historyÓ, also identified the need for their use with a more
diverse range of groups.  The consultation document proposed a
range of measures to develop further archival usage in NI including
recommendations that PRONI should have a full-time Archives
Education Officer, and a full-time Community Outreach Officer, the
latter to focus on disadvantaged urban and rural centres.  Furthermore,
the document recommended the development within PRONI of an
Education Centre; improvements in website design and access; the
encouragement, through partnership activity in NI, of academic and
cultural tourism; more flexible opening hours; and, for example, the
further development of electronic cataloguing.  The consultation paper
also advocated the need for PRONI to develop further a learning
culture and learning activities which might contribute towards resolving
issues associated with those disagreements about history and heritage
which characterise some of the more intractable problems of NI.

2.4 The outcomes of this survey support strongly the recommendations
contained in the Archive Policy Consultation Document.

2.5 The Public Record Office of Northern IrelandÕs interest in increasing
the use of archives by a more diverse audience is also reflected
strongly in the report of the Archives Task Force Listening to the Past;
Speaking to the Future (2004), and in a report prepared for the
Museums, Libraries and Archives Council North West (2005) Engaging
Archives With Inspiring Learning For All.  These reports recommend
that archives should play a greater role in education; reflect the
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growing public interest in personal identity, family history, and sense of
place; assist the development of community partnerships; and raise
cultural awareness, especially with hard-to-reach communities.  The
reports recognise that such developments can contribute to
Government targets in respect of social cohesion and inclusion.  The
reports also identify major deficiencies that impact adversely on these
developments.  These include the absence of an external imperative to
change; limited capacity for outreach and for innovative work in
archives; and constraints in facilities, staffing arrangements and
training.  The 2005 report, for instance, notes that only 2% of those
employed in local authority archives in the north west of England were
education officers.

3. THE PUBLIC RECORD OFFICE OF NORTHERN
IRELAND’S OUTREACH SERVICE AND WIDER
ARCHIVAL ACCESSIBILITY

3.1 Appropriately, PRONIÕs Corporate and Business Plans also address
directly the issue of outreach, and the need to makes archives more
accessible to a wider community. The Plans draw attention to the
need for PRONI to contribute more systematically to the development
of a more open society in NI within which diversity is respected and
celebrated.  This objective is reflected especially in PRONIÕs strategic
goals to promote the value and use of archives as a unique
information and educational resource, and to expand PRONIÕs capacity
to meet this target. 

3.2 The ELO Business Plan for 2005-2006 reflects these broader PRONI
objectives, setting out, for example, an Action Plan based on working
with eight schools in areas of social disadvantage, and with a range of
community groups.  Other important demands on the section are also
reflected in its business plan, notably improving and updating the
PRONI/ELO website as well as the joint Ordnance Survey-PRONI
Historical Maps and the Wills Digitisation Projects.

3.3 The extensive work undertaken by the ELO section is highlighted in
PRONIÕs Annual Report for 2004-2005.  As part of its contribution to
DCALÕs Learning Strategy, and Unlocking Creativity initiatives, the
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report lists a wide range of outreach activity including links with
individual and groups of schools across NI; the use of historical re-
enactments; the preparation for publication of resources dealing with
the Victorian period, World War II, and emigration from Ulster in the
18th Century; and assisting student groups visiting PRONI from
institutions including higher education, teacher training, further
education colleges, and from community-based education.  In addition,
the report also lists the ELO sectionÕs involvement in assisting an
extensive number of family history groups and local historical societies
during their visits to PRONI; providing talks/lectures about PRONIÕs
facilities and records; co-operating with the Federation for Local
Studies through its seminar programme, workshops, and its work with
local groups; and arranging exhibitions and family history fairs.
Furthermore, the report notes the sectionÕs co-operation with the
Belfast Education and Library Board (BELB) Library Service on
projects targeting socially deprived areas of Belfast; and the sectionÕs
involvement in community-based outreach work with adults in a range
of urban and rural settings.

3.4 These activities contribute significantly to the improvement, extension,
and marketing of PRONIÕs outreach services, and assist the
development of PRONIÕs policies on social inclusion, cultural diversity,
and on lifelong learning.

4. PATTERNS OF OUTREACH PROVISION

4.1 To determine the nature and effectiveness of PRONIÕs ELO work, the
Inspectorate visited a representative group of organisations with which
the ELO section works.  In addition to visits to seven primary schools,
and to one adult education college, discussions were held with the
organisers of two community-based projects managed by the Library
Service of the BELB, with members of a major local historical society,
and with officers of the Nerve Centre, Londonderry who work with
PRONI in the development of electronic resources for schools and in
other activities.

4.2 Furthermore, contact was made with representatives of two other
agencies that have an involvement with PRONIÕs ELO section, namely
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the Centre for Migration Studies at the Ulster-American Folk Park in
Omagh, and with the North Belfast Community Action Unit within the
Department for Social Development.

4.3 A theme emerging from the visits and contacts made during this survey
centred on a lack of connectivity across initiatives and among archival
and related providers.  Concern was expressed about the
fragmentation of contacts and initiatives among, for example, PRONI,
museums, higher education institutions and libraries, though it is also
recognised that strong professional working relationships and informal
links exist.  There would be considerable benefits for all (including
DCAL) if projects and initiatives were developed in a more structured
and formal manner and involved more practical and sustained co-
operation among participating organisations.

4.4 PRIMARY SCHOOL CONTACTS: PATTERNS AND
ISSUES ARISING

4.4.1 The Public Record Office of Northern IrelandÕs ELO section has
developed a substantial network of contacts with primary schools.  The
work undertaken with clusters of schools in areas of NI such as
Belcoo, Castlederg, and Londonderry has been a distinctive feature of
this activity.  In addition, work has been undertaken in individual
schools in Belfast, and in other areas such as Larne and Dungannon.
These contacts have, in some cases, been developed over a period of
up to three years, and, typically, have focused on the older children in
the schools.  Much of this work has targeted schools in disadvantaged
areas; in a part of north Belfast, for example, PRONIÕs involvement
with one school has encouraged the staff there to consider developing
a local history project to attract community support and complement
current attempts to regenerate the local area.

4.4.2 A particularly interesting aspect of the work with primary schools has
been the use of historical re-enactments by actors from Living History
in Armagh.  These events have resulted in follow-up work by the
schools involving visits to the workhouse in Londonderry, to the Ulster-
American Folk Park, and video-conferencing links with other schools.
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4.4.3 The school visits have involved officers giving presentations to staff
and children on the resources on the Victorian period available from
PRONI.  In many instances, this has led to requests from the schools
for additional archival material relating, for example, to their local area
in the 19th Century. All of this work has been well received by children
and by their teachers, though supporting individual schools through
follow-up work has proved to be demanding on the PRONI officers
involved as a result of staffing and resource constraints.  The historical
re-enactments have attracted considerable praise.  The teachers report
that the children respond especially positively, and that the childrenÕs
enthusiasm has also led to interest from grandparents.  One principal
noted that the childrenÕs positive response showed the need Òto feel
and touch the archives to get a sense of historyÓ.  In some schools
visited, the archival material given to the schools has been further
modified for classroom use as part of an internal and ongoing
developmental process.

4.4.4 Following the schoolÕs involvement in an historical re-enactment with
two other local schools, a teacher in St ColumbanÕs Primary School,
Belcoo, requested from PRONI archival material on Belcoo in the 19th
Century, relating especially to the arrival and development of the
railway. The children in the year 7 class prepared a major display in
the school based on local material and on the material provided by
PRONI.  Other visits from PRONI staff involved exploring with the
teachers and children archival material relating to NI during World War
II; this too was well received by the children.  The school has also
identified the Great Famine in Fermanagh and its aftermath as another
area for future co-operation and development. 

4.4.5 Key strengths of PRONIÕs work with primary schools include:

◗ the teachersÕrecognition of the value of an external
professional contact, allied to the availability of appropriate
resources and expertise;

◗ the professional manner in which PRONI officers responded to
the teachers and the children;
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◗ the positive response by the teachers and children to the visits
by PRONI officers to the schools, to the presentations on
resources on the 19th Century, and on World War II, and to the
historical re-enactments; and

◗ the opportunities provided through the historical re-enactments
for schools across the community to come together to enjoy
and benefit from the experiences offered.

4.4.6 The work of the PRONI officers in primary schools was supported
strongly by the teachers in those schools in which they worked.  A
number of the teachers involved offered constructive and positive
proposals which Ð if implemented Ð have the potential to improve
significantly the nature and quality of PRONIÕs outreach support for
primary schools.

Areas for improvement suggested by the schools include the following:

◗ a strongly expressed view that PRONI should continue to
reach out to the schools through an accessible, relevant and
suitable service;

◗ more extended and regular contact with PRONI ELO staff;

◗ an interest in PRONI producing more resource packs,
supplying individual schools with local archival material, and
placing case studies on its website to demonstrate possible
ways for schools to develop local history studies;

◗ the strengthening of PRONIÕs outreach service through the
appointment of a trained teacher as an Education Officer, and
for PRONI to offer occasional in-service training (INSET)
courses;

◗ reducing one-off visits which are not part of a coherent and
ongoing process; 



◗ quicker access to identified research material for those
teachers who have obtained temporary release from school to
work in PRONI to develop local resources for school-based
projects;

◗ given the imminent introduction of the revised curriculum for
primary and post-primary schools, the merits of PRONI
developing links with the Council for the Curriculum,
Examinations and Assessment (CCEA), the Curriculum
Advisory and Support Service (CASS), the teacher training
colleges, and with the British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC)
and Channel 4, to develop projects involving history, geography
and science;

◗ the preparation by PRONI of a wider range of resource
material which gives a greater emphasis to more recent issues
involving, for example, health, sport and housing, including the
development of public housing after World War II; and

◗ the improvement of PRONIÕs website, more child-friendly and
interactive information and communication technology (ICT)
resources, and electronic access to officers from PRONIÕs ELO
section.

4.5 LINKS WITH BELFAST EDUCATION AND LIBRARY
BOARD LIBRARY SERVICE: PATTERNS AND ISSUES
ARISING

4.5.1 The Public Record Office of Northern IrelandÕs ELO section has had a
valuable working relationship with two projects centred on BELBÕs
Library Service.  The projects, Their Past, Your Future 1945-2005, and
Home Front Recall, emerged from a National Lottery initiative to
commemorate the 60th anniversary of the end of World War II, and
targeted a cross-generational audience which included year 7 children
and older people with experience of the war; for example, as prisoners
of war in the Far East.
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4.5.2 The Public Record Office of Northern IrelandÕs involvement included
visiting up to six primary schools involved with the Their Past, Your
Future project, and taking the children through a visual presentation
showing the impact of the war in NI.  The Public Record Office of
Northern Ireland and the project organisers received very positive
feedback as a result of these visits, and several of the schools
followed-up their contact with PRONI by requesting information in
relation to resources about Victorian Belfast.

4.5.3 The second project, Home Front Recall, involved adults who had
experience of World War II, and involved reminiscence groups meeting
in a number of branch libraries in disadvantaged parts of Belfast.  The
purpose of the exercise was to bring together on the Internet a record
of the participantsÕinvolvement in the war. The Public Record Office of
Northern IrelandÕs contribution centred on assisting the groups to recall
and capture memories of the Blitz and of World War II by giving visual
presentations showing aspects of the war, particularly as it affected NI,
and using these as a stimulus for further discussion.  The Public
Record Office of Northern IrelandÕs contribution was a major element in
the success of the Project, and the participants valued highly the input
from the PRONI officer involved.  The project raised awareness of
PRONI, especially among the 50% of participants who knew nothing of
it, or who had only a general awareness of its existence.  The
questionnaire returns from the remaining 50% indicated surprisingly
high levels of awareness of PRONI; a considerable number had visited
PRONI to carry out family and other research.

4.5.4 These projects provided PRONIÕs ELO section with a major opportunity
for shared working with other agencies.  As one of the staff involved
noted:  ÒWe are working towards the same goals but on diverging
pathsÓ and the comment was also made that ÒThe initiative would not
have been the same without PRONI Ð it brought life to the projectÓ.  It
was also reported that the projects highlighted the need to develop,
and the advantages of adopting, joint ways of working and the
importance of seeking out further opportunities for shared work.   It
was suggested that such an approach requires greater co-ordination
and more effective operational structures than currently exist, but given
that the various agencies are ÒAll trying to tick the same boxesÓ it will
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be important that follow-up activities address these weakness and
capitalise on the gains made to date.

4.5.5 Evidence of such follow-up activities may emerge from proposals that
BELB Library personnel should link with PRONI officers to:

◗ identify archival material to commemorate the centenary of the
Shankill Road Library in Belfast;

◗ develop a project - The Big Draw Ð to involve ethnic
communities in Belfast, for example, the Chinese community;
and 

◗ using the BELB branch library system, draw upon the
memories of older people in branch libraries in various
disadvantaged areas of the city by developing a project based
on The Movie Houses of Belfast.

4.6 LINKS WITH OTHER INSTITUTIONS AND GROUPS:
THE ULSTER PEOPLE’S COLLEGE, BELFAST; THE
GLENS OF ANTRIM HISTORICAL SOCIETY; AND THE
NERVE CENTRE

4.6.1 The Ulster PeopleÕs College offers courses such as an Introduction to
PeopleÕs History and The PeopleÕs History Course that explore key
events in Irish history, basic research techniques, and different
historical perspectives and interpretations.  Other courses involve
workshops on family history. The College specialises in working with
students from disadvantaged areas, returnees to education, and social
and community action projects.  In recent years, the College has
developed effective links with PRONIÕs ELO section, for example,
regarding guidance for students on resources, helping them adapt
archival material to meet their needs, and visits to PRONI to help them
develop critical thinking and research skills.  The groups come from
areas such as the Woodstock Road in east Belfast, from Ballymurphy
in west Belfast, and from Newtownabbey - an ELO officer has also
visited a womenÕs group in this area. 

R e p o rt of  a Survey of the Work of the Education, Learning and Outreach Section
of the Public Records Office of  Nort h e rn Ire l a n d

1 0



4.6.2 The studentsÕvisits to PRONI centre on resources linked to, for
example, industrial development in east Belfast, company records,
photographs, and include a guided tour of PRONI.  The College
reports that the reaction of the students is very positive, reflecting their
interest, appreciation in what is provided for them, and notes also that
the students see PRONIÕs facilities as relevant to their studies.

4.6.3 This successful ELO link with the College tends to follow the same
format each year. There is scope to develop this link further to take
advantage of the CollegeÕs - and PRONIÕs -other contacts with, for
instance, The Community Archive and Network for NI which includes
the Ulster Folk and Transport Museum, and the NI Reminiscence
Network.

4.6.4 The Glens of Antrim Historical Society has much experience in using
PRONIÕs facilities, and is especially active and expert in expanding its
areas of research and publications.  Its work in PRONI is essentially a
self-help exercise focusing on, for example, GriffithÕs valuation records,
parish, landlord, and workhouse records, and information on life in the
Glens, notably in the 19th Century. The Society welcomes the
assistance it receives from PRONI officers; for example, being alerted
to the recent release of papers dealing with controversial shootings in
Cushendall in 1922.  The Society would welcome the development of
more proactive outreach links with PRONI and believes that these
would lead to considerable benefits for both parties.  Suggested
improvements are listed in Appendix 4.

4.6.5 The PRONIÕs involvement with The Nerve Centre involves website
design and the development of digital resources on Victorian Times,
World War II, and Emigration in the 18th Century. Officers from the
ELO have worked hard to develop these resources for schools.  The
Victorian Times CD-Rom, for example, is an extensive and impressive
resource featuring transport, housing (town, country and The Big
House), crime and punishment, industry, education, and emigration.  It
contains a substantial number of valuable visual images, pupilsÕ
activities, and resources for teachers. While there are some interactive
tasks/activities (for example, the furnishing of a 19th Century house)
greater emphasis should be given to developing interactivity as an
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integral part of these e-learning resources.  The Nerve Centre is also
helping develop the ELOÕs Learning Zone link on the About PRONI
website.

5. SUMMARY OF MAIN FINDINGS

5.1 The following strengths are noted:

◗ the expertise, helpfulness, and commitment of PRONIÕs ELO
officers;

◗ the significant extent to which PRONIÕs focus on outreach
reflects developments in the UK, and assists its ELO work;

◗ the current extensive links with a broad range of groups;

◗ the positive response of primary schools to the Victorian Times
resource, to the historical re-enactments, and to the  provision
of local archival material;

◗ the positive impact the work of the ELO section has had in
some schools, in relation to good follow-up activities including
resource production, standards of work, wider contacts,
educational visits, and fieldtrips;

◗ the extent to which the schools value the consultancy role of
the ELO section;

◗ the cross-community contact provided through the historical re-
enactments; and

◗ the success of shared initiatives such as those undertaken with
BELBÕs Library Service, with the Ulster PeopleÕs College, and
with community and reminiscence groups in areas of Belfast
such as Ballybeen and Twinbrook.

5.2 The following areas for development are suggested:
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◗ to sustain and develop further PRONIÕs ELO strategy, the
urgent need for additional resources, as recommended in
DCALÕs Archives Policy for Northern Ireland Consultation
Document (2004);

◗ while acknowledging current operational and logistical
constraints, the need to develop more sustained developmental
contacts with client groups;

◗ a greater emphasis, in working with schools, on providing local
archival materials, with, as necessary, more attention to 20th
Century issues and trends;

◗ links with post-primary schools, alternative education providers
(AEP), further education, and with higher education institutions
providing teacher education courses, and suitable staff training
for ELO officers to assist them in this work;

◗ improved on-line links to PRONIÕs resources, and to ELO
officers;

◗ improved working links with the curriculum support officers of
the education and library boards, with Curriculum 2000 (C2k),
CCEA, and with local broadcasting interests;

◗ the development of more proactive links with local history
societies;

◗ within the ELO sectionÕs business planning processes, a more
specific focus on monitoring and evaluation to determine more
clearly the effectiveness of the sectionÕs work, and issues
arising;

◗ the more systematic targeting, in the ELOÕs business planning,
of those aspects of PRONIÕs Business and Corporate Plans
which relate to cross-community understanding in NIÕs divided
and increasingly pluralist society; and
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◗ greater connectivity and partnerships among archival and
related providers in NI on initiatives involving ancestral, cultural
and academic tourism, and on local issues.

6. CONCLUSION

6.1 This Survey has highlighted the work of PRONIÕs ELO section over the
last three years.  The efforts of the officers involved have been
recognised and appreciated by those with whom they have had
contact.  Despite limitations in terms of staffing, and the limited
availability of other resources, it is clear that much has been achieved
as a result of the commitment, dedication and professionalism of the
officers concerned.

6.2 This level of success is welcome and important, and has been limited
only by budget and staffing constraints.

6.3 It will also be important that the opportunity is now taken to reflect on
the successes and challenges since 2002, and on the strengths and
areas for development highlighted in this report, and to consider how
best the ELO section should develop its work over the next few years.

6.4 For the DCAL too, the issues arising from this survey merit
consideration, not least those which suggest the need for the DCAL to
take a more proactive role, thorough its Learning Strategy, in creating
effective working partnerships across its client groups on matters of
common interest or concern.

6.5 If the consolidation of the work of the section is to be secured, and if
further developmental work is to be attempted in education, learning
and outreach activity, it will be vital that current staffing and resources
are reconsidered by PRONI, and by DCAL.  Much has been achieved,
but much remains to be done to promote outreach work in a situation
where there is considerable potential for further development.
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Appendix 1

VISITS MADE AS PART OF THE SURV E Y OF PRONI’S
E D U C ATION, LEARNING AND OUTREACH SECTION

Aughnacloy Primary School, County Tyrone

Bridgehill Primary School, Castlederg, County Tyrone

Belfast Education and Library Board Library Service: two projects:
a) The Past, Your Future 1945-2005; b) Home Front Recall

Elmgrove Primary School, Belfast

Holy Child Primary School, Londonderry

St ColumbanÕs Primary School, Belcoo, County Fermanagh

St MaryÕs Primary School, Cabragh, County Tyrone

The Glens of Antrim Historical Society, Cushendall, County Antrim

The Nerve Centre, Londonderry

The Ulster PeopleÕs College, Belfast

Wheatfield Primary School, Belfast

In addition, the views of the following were obtained:

Centre for Migration Studies, Ulster-American Folk Park, Omagh 

North Belfast Community Action Unit, Department for Social
Development

R e p o rt of a Survey of the Work of  the Education, Learning and Outreach Section
of the Public Records Office of Nort h e rn Ire l a n d

1 5



R e p o rt of  a Survey of the Work of the Education, Learning and Outreach Section
of the Public Records Office of  Nort h e rn Ire l a n d

1 6



Appendix 2

CASE STUDY:  BRIDGEHILL P R I M A RY S C H O O L ,
CASTLEDERG, COUNTY T Y R O N E

This case study describes how PRONIÕs ELO section took the initiative in June
2004 in making contact with the school and with other schools in the
Castlederg area. 

The main activity targeted was a re-enactment on life in a Victorian workhouse.
A second key objective was to acquaint primary children with the value of
archives in the study of history, especially those relating to social life in
Victorian times.

An officer from the ELO section carried out all the organisation of the day for
the schools attending the event, hired the 3 professional actors, and drew up
the programme. In the context within which Bridgehill Primary School works Ð
it is a small rural school with a teaching principal Ð this administrative support
was significant in ensuring that the day ran smoothly.

Four other local schools Ð Drumnabey, Edwards, Erganagh and St. DavogÕs
Primary Schools - were invited to come to Bridgehill for the re-enactment.  One
brought all of its pupils while the others brought the older children. 

The event was well organised and the day was most successful; the quality of
PRONIÕs planning, preparation and management of the day was commended.
The hour-long programme was provided once in the morning and once in the
afternoon.  The three professional actors were in character from the moment
they arrived at the school, portraying the roles of the master of the workhouse,
the matron of the workhouse, and a pauper.

The re-enactment interested and engaged the children and brought to life an
important aspect of the Victorian period.  The good quality of acting was
considered to have added substantially to the success of the day.
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The children learned much from the re-enactment; their questions showed that
they had listened and observed closely. The re-enactment helped the
childrenÕs learning, gave them a vivid experience, and helped develop their
sense of historical empathy.  During follow-up work in class, the Principal was
impressed by how much the children had learned and remembered,
particularly the amount of detail they had retained.  The children carried out
creative writing exercises based on life in the workhouse, studied social class
differences during the Victorian period, and painted portraits of people to hang
in a ÒVictorian Portrait GalleryÓ.  In addition, the PRONI officer brought archival
material relating to the Castlederg Workhouse to assist the children in their
understanding of the Victorian period in Castlederg.  Furthermore, one of the
schools involved recently celebrated an anniversary and the officer from
PRONI was able to locate and forward archive photographs of the school. 

The strengths of PRONIÕs involvement with the group of five schools included
providing the schools with an unusual opportunity to take part in an interesting
and informative re-enactment, and at a minimal cost to the small schools
involved; the good quality of the re-enactment; and the extent to which the
children enjoyed and benefited from the activities, notably in improvements in
their knowledge and understanding of the period.

The Principal of Bridgehill Primary School contacted two local papers about
the day and received press coverage in both.  The Principal takes the view
that the favourable publicity raised the profile of the school, of PRONI, and of
history teaching in the local primary schools.

An additional advantage of the initiative was that it provided a good
opportunity for a group of schools from across the local community to come
together to experience and enjoy a valuable educational and social event.
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Appendix 3

CASE STUDY: ELMGROVE PRIMARY S C H O O L ,
B E L FA S T

The school is involved in a local history project with Ballymacarrett Branch
Library in east Belfast.  This work is focused on World War II and on its local
impact.  The Public Record Office of Northern IrelandÕs ELO section has also
been involved in supporting the BELB Library Service project on World War II,
and, as a result, an officer from the ELO section visited the school to give a
visual presentation to three year 7 classes on the impact of World War II on
NI, including the effects of the Belfast Blitz as shown in photographs of bomb
damage in east Belfast.  Other interesting visual material was also introduced,
including public information posters, and information on evacuees.  The school
reported that all of this material was useful and interesting to the children.  The
learning objectives underpinning the visit by PRONI centred on extending the
childrenÕs knowledge of and interest in World War II by giving them a vivid
picture of the impact of the war in NI generally, and in their local area in
particular. The school (opened in 1933) also made good use of its own
records, including its registers.  The history co-ordinator reported that an
analysis of the registers demonstrated clearly the impact of evacuation during
World War II` - fewer names on the register - and the childrenÕs later return.
The PRONI officer revisited the school in September 2005 to demonstrate
PRONIÕs CD-Rom The Victorians and to invite comment on the material.

The school also established links with PRONI in connection with its own
project on local history trails.  This work is linked to the schoolÕs planning for
the new primary curriculum, especially The World Around Us requirement.
The history co-ordinator has made several visits to PRONI to consult school
records, street directories, and to research information on industries in east
Belfast such as mills and the Rope Works.  

In addition, the history co-ordinator has also visited the offices of the
Ordnance Survey of Northern Ireland to obtain copies of historic maps - dating
back to the 17th Century - of what is now east Belfast.  The co-ordinator noted



that he was able to order the maps in advance; this arrangement has allowed
him to use the limited time he has had for research more profitably.

The learning outcomes for this project are to deepen the childrenÕs knowledge
of the history of their local area, particularly through history trails; and to
develop, through history, their observational, investigational, problem-solving
and literacy/numeracy skills.  Furthermore, it is intended that the project will
help develop the childrenÕs skills in ICT.  It is expected that they will be able to
interrogate a database, use the Internet to research local topics, and use ICT
to present their findings.  The school also intends to involve the children in the
collection of oral history to help promote their competence in planning,
recording, analysing, and writing up their findings.

All of this work is designed to study the growth of the built environment in east
Belfast, and to track the building of houses, mills, factories, churches, and
schools.  The co-ordinator is also expanding the schoolÕs history resources by
making use of photographs and information from street directories held in
PRONI, and the children will use the schoolÕs digital camera to record
changing aspects of the locality. The school is also making contact with the
local History Society.

The co-ordinatorÕs independent work in PRONI has been facilitated through his
release to carry out research and obtain new resources to help develop the
schoolÕs new project; the teacherÕs release has been made possible through
the school accessing special funding for this purpose.  The co-ordinator has
significant experience carrying out research in records, and finds the staff in
PRONI very helpful, but notes that the process of obtaining documents can be
slow.
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Appendix 4

THE GLENS OF ANTRIM HISTO R I C A L S O C I E T Y

The Society identified a number of constraints that inhibit their research in and
links with PRONI.  These constraints are considered to impact adversely on
groups such as Society who, as a result of their geographical location,
perceive themselves as ÒremoteÓ users.

Suggestions to improve contact with PRONI include:

◗ making PRONIÕs records more accessible; for example, by
means of a fully searchable electronic index on PRONIÕs
website.  The current paper catalogue system is not perceived
as user-friendly and inhibits cross-referencing;

◗ indexed records giving a clearer indication of content;

◗ improvements in the time for documents to emerge after being
ordered;

◗ additional facilities to assist the use of laptops;

◗ The Public Record Office of Northern Ireland staff to identify
archival material of interest to the Society; and

◗ the upgrading of equipment, such as microfilm readers, to
improve access to Census data, and improvements in
obtaining photocopied material.
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